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By living fully, recognising that all we do is by his power, we honour God; he in turn blesses us.  Becky Laird  ��

“Heal the Wounded ... 
  Bind the Bruised”  
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Woorabinda boys who face a very uncertain future  



 

One should not stand at the foot of a sick person's bed, because that place is reserved for the guardian angel. Jewish Folklore  
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Hospital visit to Merle Henry, mother of eleven  

Local children and Sr Cecilia dropping in after school  
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Nature herself has imprinted on the minds of all the idea of God. Cicero  ��
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Local decorated scene  

A baptism, happy family event  



I've always felt it was not up to anyone else to make me give my best. Akeem Olajuwon  ��

 

Love of Icons 
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The Face of Jesus 

Vincent Mangani completing an icon 



For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believes in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. John 3:16 ��
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Mary the Mother of God 

Exhibition corner focusing on Mary Icon of the crucified Christ 
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These days come and go, but they say nothing if we do not use the gifts they bring. Ralph Waldo Emerson  ��
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Icon of St Paul Icon of the angel Gabriel and Mary 



There is nothing that fear and hope does not permit people to do. Marquis De Vauvenargues  �	�

Facing Challenges requires 
Faith & Hope 
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The fire ravaged St Mary’s church in Kinglake  
Photo: The Age, Melbourne  



Tomorrow I will live, the fool does say: today itself's too late; the wise lived yesterday. Martial  ���

Frank Duff at Vatican II 
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Regional Centre  
82 Westmoreland Road 

Nth Sunshine, Victoria 3020 
Tel: 03 9364 9765 
Fax: 03 9364 9765 

Email: sdcpreca@optusnet.com.au 

New South Wales  

Carss Park  
3 Bunyala St 

Carss Park, 2221 
Tel: 02 9546 1232 
Fax: 02 9594 0724 

Rooty Hill  
46 Rooty Hill Rd Sth 

Rooty Hill, 2766 
Tel: 02 9625 3753 
Fax: 02 9625 3765 

Queensland  

Capalaba  
60 Finucane Rd 
Capalaba, 4157 

Tel: 07 3390 3069 
Fax: 07 3390 3069 

South Australia  

Adelaide  
96 East St 

Brompton, 5007 
Tel: 08 8346 7683 
Fax: 08 8346 7683 

 

Tasmania  

Hobart  
500 Sandy Bay Rd 
Sandy Bay, 7005 
Tel: 03 6225 1646 
Fax: 03 6225 5080 

Victoria  

Altona Meadows  
39 Talbot St 

Altona Meadows, 3028 
Tel: 03 9360 0199 
Fax: 03 9360 9537 

Ardeer  
13 Lorna Cres 

Sunshine West, 3020 
Tel: 03 9363 4717 
Fax: 03 9363 4717 

Deer Park  
797 Ballarat Rd 
Deer Park, 3023 

Tel: 03 9363 8960 
Fax: 03 9363 8960 

St Albans  
29 Rosslare Pde 
St Albans, 3021 

Tel: 03 9356 0734 
Fax: 9356 0734 

 

Christina and Robert Martini 
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Yes there is an upheaval in moving, especially 
from the farm near Albury Wodonga to the                 
sometimes crazy city of Rome, but you soon learn 
to adjust to the hectic rhythm of diplomatic life in 
and around the Vatican. I have been able to adjust 
thanks to excellent support staff, right through to a 
very welcoming attitude from many fellow                              
Ambassadors and from members of the Curia. As 
a bonus, the hot weather of Italy's summer is not 
unlike the Riverina.  
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The Australian Government announced several 
reasons for upgrading the post to include a                 
resident ambassador to the Holy See, including 
the need to further focus on key issues of religious 
freedom, interfaith dialogue and food security. It 
should also be remembered that the Vatican is a 
hub of information power, intellectual power and 
moral power with diplomatic relations with over 
170 countries. By having a resident ambassador, 
Australia is better placed to plug in to the                            
extensive soft power and information flow of the 
Vatican and the hub of Rome.  
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Under the grill 
with Tim Fischer 

Drawing on my fine command of language, I said nothing. �
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The project Domus Australia, as I understand it, 
aims to be a residential gathering point for Austra-
lian pilgrims.  I emphasise that this is not a govern-
ment project, but I have seen the beautiful chapel, 
which when restored, will be a great place to have 
an Anzac Day mass.  

All human wisdom is summed up in two words - wait and hope. Alexander Dumas  ���

 

“It was a great honour to be asked 
by the Prime Minister, Kevin Rudd, to 
take up this position as Ambassador 
to the Holy See, the special                          
government of the global Catholic 
Church, which resides in the Vatican 
City State, and is a member of the 
United Nations.” 
 

Tim Fischer  
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I certainly recommend that people read the latest 
Encyclical, Caritas in Veritate, from cover to cover 
if they seek a full understanding of current Vatican 
thinking. Even the tourist industry gets a thoughtful 
mention from the Pope.  

Mr Kevin Rudd, Mr Tim Fischer and Pope Benedict XVI leaving 
Australia following WYD in 2008  

Tim Fischer with His Holiness, Pope Benedict XVI 



Look for the good in every person and every situation. You'll almost always find it.  Brian Tracy  ��

Under the grill 
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With the busy preparations for the Prime Minister's 
G8 visit, and with the actual visit, which was a 
great success, I have not caught as many trains as 
I would like to, but Milano to Roma is due to come 
down to just three hours from December 2009 on 
the Eurostar Red Arrow. Back in 1975 on my first 
visit, it was eight hours.  
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Yes, the left hand of southern fountain in St                
Peter's Square is closer to Australia. It is where I 
often meet school groups visiting the Vatican. All 
welcome.   
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From time to time there will be Australian choirs 
and orchestras passing through Rome.  It is hoped 
we can organise special concerts in interesting 
venues, such as the Church in which the February 
mass for Australian bushfire victims was held, 
where Mozart once played.  In addition when the 
new Chancery of the Australian Embassy to the 
Holy See opens near Ponte Sant'Angelo, from 
time to time we might hope to feature some spiritu-
ally inspired artwork from Australia.  

Southern fountain in St Peter's Square – meeting place for Oz pilgrims  



The good you do today may be quickly forgotten, but the impact of what you do will never disappear. ���

&������ 	���	���� 	�� �����
	� ��� �������� ���	��
���� ��	��

���� 	�� 	��� ��
����� ������
� ��� 	���
�'&� ��	������ ���� �� �������� ��� $���
	� �	�
9���� &��

� %�	���	� &��	���� ������
	�����
����������� ���� �������� ��
� ��
���	�	��� ���
	��� �'&=
� 
��������� 4�� &�����
� ���
���������������� �������
���	�
����	
� ��
������ ������� �'&� ������
�
���� ������
� ���� 	����� ����
� ����� ����������
����$���������

���� �������� 
�����
��� ��	�� ������� ����
4������ ����	� ��������� ��� �� ������� 
����
��
���������� <�
�
=� ����� ���� 
�
����
��� ���� 	���

������� ��� ����
� ���� ����
� ���� 	��� ���������
���� �������� ��
������ 	��� 
������	���� ���
������ ��

�� �� 
�������� �������� ��������������������
��

�

���
� ���� ������
� ��� ����������� �����
1
	���� ���� �������� )

��
� �2������� 	��������	�
	��� �������� ��
������ ����� 
��������
�� ���=
�
���
��
�����	��
���	�����

�������	������	��	��

�����������������
�������������	������������
�������	�����	���
����
��
�
������������	��

�	��
	��� ��
���� ��� 	����=
� ������ ��� 
������ ����
	��� �����	��
�� ��� ���
����� ������� ����������������� ���
�����
	���� ��� ���=
� ������ ���� ��

�

���
� �����
�����
� ������	�
� ��	�� ����� ��
���	����������������� �����

��	����	���
�������������	�
����	
��

���� ��	������ �������� ��
� �� 
�
���� ��������
���� ���	�
����	
� 	�� 
�
����
�� ���� ������

�� ���
������� ���
� ��� 	��� �'&�� ��
�� �����	��� ����

	����
������
���������������������������
���

���� �������� 
���� 	�� �� 
��
�� ��� �������������������
��	������� ��	�� ��

� ���� �� ���
��	�	���� ���
	��� �
	���	��
� ��� 	��� �'&� ����� 	��� ��
	� �����
����
�� ����� ����
� ��� 	����
� ���� ���	�	����
����� 
������ ������� ���	�
����	
� 
�����
���
	�����:�������������

���� �������� ������� 	�� ���	� �	
� ��:�
	���
��
��1�
	����
����� �
5����	��
�
� ���� 
������� ���
	������	������
����	����	������	�����������
���
)	
� 
�

�

� ��
���
� 	��	� ���	���� ��������
��	�� 4�����
� ��� 	��� �'&� ����� ��� ������
��� ���
	�����	�����
�������
��������
	�������������'&�
������
����$�����������!8 8���

$�
��
����	���������	������������	�����������
������ 	��� ���	��	��� ��� 	��� �������� ���������������� �
���������	���������	���	������

SDC around the world 
Friends of the SDC Weekend  



Permanent good can never be the outcome of untruth and violence. Mahatma Gandhi  ��

Jean-Marie Lustiger 
Archbishop of Paris 
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Cardinal Jean-Marie Lustiger 



Some people feel the rain; other people just get wet. Bob Dylan  ���
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Saintly people 

Cardinal Lustiger with the chief Rabbi of France. He told the Jew-
ish Telegraphic Agency: "The decision to become Christian did not 
present itself to me as a negation of my Jewish identity."   
Source: Inside the Vatican, December 1997. 

I received the name 
Of my paternal grandfather, Aaron 
Having become Christian 
By faith and by Baptism, 
I have remained Jewish 
As did the Apostles. 
I have as my patron saints 
Aaron the High Priest, 
Saint John the Apostle, 
Holy Mary full of grace. 
Named 139th archbishop of Paris 
by His Holiness Pope John-Paul II, 
I was enthroned in this Cathedral 
on 27 February 1981, 
And here I exercised my entire               
ministry. 
Passers by, pray for me. 
 
† Aaron Jean-Marie Cardinal                
Lustiger, Archevêque de Paris  

Cardinal Listuger’s memorial plaque 

Cathedral of Notre Dame, Paris 

Funeral of Cardinal Lustiger 



I am larger and better than I thought. I did not think I held so much goodness.  Walt Whitman  ��

St Cajetan Parish Church 
Many links with Malta’s First Saint 
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St Cajetan’s Parish Church, � amrun 

The young George Preca hung from the roof of the church 
Sketch by Frank Schembri 



I slept and dreamed that life was joy. I awoke and saw that life was service. I acted and behold, service was joy. Rabindranath Tagore   ���
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Sacred places 

1882 painting by Pietro Gagliardi  D
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The altar and tabernacle 

Procession of the statue of St Cajetan  



Just to be is a blessing. Just to live is holy.  Rabbi Abraham Heschel  
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Privileged to have served ! 
Alan Gauci’s story (part 2) 
Freedom from form: 
St George Preca still compelling 



In controlling our thoughts, we train our heart to be gentle. St George Preca  
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I make myself rich by making my wants few. Henry David Thoreau  
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Relatives of George Preca and friends of the SDC meet with the Editors in Malta in April 2009.  
From left: Alfred Cilia, Jessie Cilia, Joe Mallia, Marion Mallia, Josephine Falzon, Margaret Borg Bonaci, Elia Borg Bonaci,  
Rossella Dalmas, Max Farrugia, Harry Zammit Cordina 
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Our Friends in Malta 






