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Cover  
The official papal medallion mosaic portrait of Pope Francis. This has been placed in the archbasilica of 
St Paul Outside the Walls, Rome. (Photo credit: John Sonnen of Orbis Catholicus Secundus)  



All the efforts of the human mind cannot exhaust the essence of a single fly. St Thomas Aquinas  4 

Mary Meets Mohammad 

Spreading the Word of Love and Compassion 

Through  
Screening the Story of Mary Meets Mohammad  

Mary Meets Mohammad is a 

documentary feature film that 
puts a human face on asylum 

seekers. For two years it                 
follows a story that emerged 
after the Pontville Detention 

Centre in Tasmania opened. 
A brief summary of the film 

is:  

ñTasmaniaôs first asylum 

seeker detention centre 
opens and local knitting club 

member and devout Christian 
w o m an  M ary  i s  no t                          
welcoming  of the 400 male 

as y l um  se eke rs  f r om                      
A f g h a n i s t a n .   M a r y                         

unexpectedly finds herself in 
r e g u l a r  c o n t a c t  w i t h                     
Mohammad, a 26 year old 

Muslim,  after her knitting club 
donates beanies to the                 

a s y l u m  s e e k e r s  i n                          
detention.  Mary has many of 
her prior beliefs challenged as 

he r  re la t ionsh ip  w i th                       

Mohammad deepens."  

As Mary Meets Mohammad 
s c r e e n e d  i n  m a n y                           

communities and churches 
a c r o s s  A u s t r a l i a ,                          

post - screening evaluations 
are demonstrating that the 
film is making a positive                    

social impact inspiring love, 
compassion and better                      

understandings towards                    
asylum seekers to grow. This 

in turn leads to a healthier 

more socially cohesive nation.  
The Director , Heather                    

Kirkpatrick, hopes the film 

will continue to screen as 
widely as possible in                       



Let us go forward in peace, our eyes upon heaven, the only one goal of our labours. St Therese of Lisieux  5 

 

Bishop John Harrower 

churches, schools and                    

community halls over the 
next few years as it did in 

2013.  

The Tasmanian Anglican 

Bishop John Harrower                     
provides this review of the 

film:  

Walking to the Tasmanian 

Premiere of the  documentary 
feature film óMary Meets           

Mohammad ô, I wondered 
about which of the many 
themes surrounding the          

Tasmanian  asylum -seeker 
detention centre Pontville 

would be highlighted.  

Some of the issues: very 

poor political process with no 
consultation with the  local 

community prior to the    
F e d e r a l  G o v e r n m e n t         
announcement, the  political 

cul - de - sac into which       
Australiaôs two major                  

political  parties have callously 
d r i v e n  t h e  a s y l u m           
seeker  issue including                 

derogatory labels  ôillegalsô 
and óboat peopleô, the               

well -being or otherwise of the 
detained, the well -being of 
the local community, the (un)

welcome the detainees would 
receive by the locals, the             

degree of access  allowed 
for  local supportive people to 
enter a high security area in 

order  to provide welcome 
and community for the         

detainees and  the stories of 
the community groups that 
supported the asylum -

seekers.  

F i l m m a k e r  H e a t h e r                      
Kirkpatrick has gifted us a 
heart -warming documentary 

featuring the power of                 
meeting one another; of our 

common humanity. This is a 

precious gift in Australiaôs 
current season of aggressive 

division.  

The documentary commences 

with the confronting public 
meeting between local people 

and Federal Government                    
personnel seeking to explain 
w hy  t he  Go ve rnme n t 

has  taken the decision to        
construct a detention centre 

for asylum -seekers in the 
community without consulting 

the community. Only a few 

local people, including                     
Anglican priest Revd Kaye 

Paice and  lay leader Rick  
Giddings, speak in favour of 
welcome. The scene is set for 

an exploration of not just                  
attitudes but of the journey 

of some people  towards                 
welcome and hospitality and 
of  other people  whose                     

rejection remains. In my        
experience, this is a fair                  

depiction of the diversity of 
Tasmanian opinion on this 

issue.  

Mary, an elderly local       

r e s i d e n t ,  s t a r t s  h e r                        
engagement with th is                  
community issue strongly       

opposed to the asylum -
seekers being welcomed,  as 

seen in the film trailer. While 
expressing, ñI am dead set 
against them coming hereò 

Mary has a growing sense of 
curiosity, ñI am curious about 

what theyôve got (in the                
detention centre) and how 
they are living. I want to go 

and see if itôs true. I donôt 

A scene from Mary Meets Mohammad featuring Mary being helped by Mohammad as 
they walk through a forest 



Jealousy is the tribute mediocrity pays to genius.  Fulton J. Sheen  6 

think Iôll change. I still think 

Iôll be against the whole 

thing.ò 

When asked, ñHave you ever 
met a Muslim man?ò Maryôs 

ñNo.ò is followed by another 
question from the filmmaker, 

ñWhat do you imagine?ò and 
Maryôs direct answer, ñI                  
imagine them as being a pack 

of heathen.ò 

Mohammad, an asylum -
seeker from Afghanistan, 
speaks,òI thinking about the 

Australian community: it is 
good or not? I saw a lot of 

time in the television the   
politics kicking the asylum -

seeker just like a soccer ball.ò 

We have here  two very        

different people with very     
different perspectives of the 
Pontville detention centre and 

asylum -seekers. This sets the 
scene for a journey of                   

exploration for both Mary and 
Mohammad. Exploration of 
the power of meeting: the 

grace and curiosity to seek 
understanding and relational 

knowledge of the other 
(different) person. The filmôs 
title captures this, óMary 

Meets Mohammad ô. 

There is much more that 
could be said but two                     

examples here:  

a.  T h e  m u l t i - l a y e r e d 
óMaryô: Mary of Pontville 

and Mary  the mother of 
Jesus who in going with 

Godôs will, grows in her 
understanding of the 

mystery of Godôs ways 

in the world.  

 

b.  T he  me ta pho r  o f                 

generous óknittingô:        
knitted beanies and       

knitted humanity. I 
strongly recommend this 
rich film for conversation 

in  book clubs and church 

home groups.  

For the Christian, and Mary of 
Pontville is a Christian, the 

Parable of  the Good                        
Samaritan, (Luke  10:25 -37) 

rings true as we are                     
challenged by Jesus Christôs, 
ñGo and do likewiseò. i.e., óbe 

neighbourô. It is not the               

lawyerôs question, ñWho is my 
neighbour?ò but rather Jesusô 

challenge, óGo and be                
neighbourô. In this, Mary does 
us all a service by her                 

openness and  humility as 
she, along with the Brighton 

Knitting Group who  knit 
their  beanies for  charity, now 
includes the asylum -seekers 

detained at Pontville in  her 
generosity; a generosity that 

has been  hard won, it has not 
been without personal cost to 
her. In speaking with Mary 



Many would be willing to have afflictions provided that they not be inconvenienced by them. St Francis de Sales  7 

 mary meets mohammad  

following the film, I was 

strengthened by her own             
determination to overcome 

the cost of ridicule at her 
support for asylum -seekers 
and her friendship with                

Mohammad. Her strength, ñI 
wanted people to see Jesus 

in me.ò I have. Thank you, 

Mary.  

Other stories of positive               
engagement  with the asylum

-seekers are also told. We 
see Emily and Clarisa                     
encouraging community                 

support, the Mayor of  Brigh-
ton, Tony Foster        ener-

getically supportive  and the 
Pontville Anglican Churchôs 
involvement. These stories 

are only partly told and while 
I was left wanting to know 

more of their                   ex-
periences and learning I was 
aware that f i lmmaker, 

Heather, could not include in 
the documentary  all the film 

she had  shot over  her two 

year investigation!  

Other themes are explored 
and among them the issue of 

the effects of indefinite long 
term  detention removed from 
the Australian community,  on 

the mental health of                      
detainees is particularly               

disturbing. Mohammadôs               
candid sharing of his                       
experience is deeply moving 

and  troubling. I had the 
pleasure of speaking with 

him following the film. He is a 
gracious and gentle Hazara 

Muslim man  agonising over 
the safety of his threatened 
family. His fear for his family, 

his daily anxiety is totally      
u n d e r s t a n d a b l e  a n d                   

merits  our deepest empathy 

and support.  

Only 3 days prior to seeing 

this film I had come across a 
wrist band from Beyond Blue 

given at a workshop I             
attended on Mental Health. 
Walking from the cinema I 

noted that I had been                 
unconsciously holding the 

wrist band. While this was 
an unconscious act, I was 
very conscious of the       

dramatic deterioration in 
the  mental health of some 

asylum seekers I had  known 
during my visits to Pontville. 
My heart is heavy; tears have 

formed,  as I heard of their 
continuing suffering and   de-

spair. May God forgive               

Australia!  

I  f i r s t  me t  Hea the r                    

Kirkpatrick at the Pontville 
Anglican Church while she 

was gathering  information 
and filming. It  is now  a              
pr iv i lege to  see the                     

documentary film flowing 
from Heatherôs dedicated 

work.  

óMary Meets Mohammadô is 

an inspiration and challenge 
to work openly and honestly 

with  persistence, curiosity 
and generosity at being 
neighbour to all those people 

with whom we share life.  

Bishop John Harrower  



The rich man who gives to the poor does not bestow alms but pays a debt. St Ambrose of Milan  8 
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mary meets mohammad  

You can Host a Community Screening by 
simply buying a DVD  

There is no screening licence fee for any free 
entry screenings.  You simply need to register 
your wish to host a screening and could 
screen the film at your church. You can                 
register here:  
http://marymeetsmohammad.com/wp/                   
host-screening/ 

Your request will then be approved before 
you'll be able to download poster files and 
publicity that will assist you in promoting your 
event. If you would like to make a fundraiser 
event out of your screening for your church or 
other organisation, you keep 70% of the ticket 
sales, with Waratah Films receiving 30%.  You 
will need to sign a screening licence agree-
ment with Waratah Films beforehand.   

How you can help share the message of 
Mary Meets Mohammad through DVD 
Sales and DVD Outreach Packages?  

Standard DVDs, Blu-ray, short version DVDs 
and Outreach packages are now on sale                  
directly from the Mary Meets Mohammad      
website. Please follow the link on:  
www.marymeetsmohammad.com 

The idea behind the Mary Meets Mohammad 
Outreach Packages with four DVDs for $99 is, 
if you feel inspired to help the message go 
further, keep one DVD for yourself, and give 
three copies away to people who might benefit 
from seeing the Mary Meets Mohammad story. 

If your church would like to sell the DVDs, a 
wholesale rate of 20% less than the $30 retail 
price can be arranged, for a minimum                  
purchase of 8 DVDs.  You can raise $6.00 per 
$30 DVD sale. 

Promoting Mary Meets Mohammad                    
& Study Guide to schools  

Please tell as many of your teacher friends 
about the film and the accompanying Study 
Guide. The film is best suited to Years 9 to 12 
for screening with the full 81 minute feature 
film. The shorter 26 min version of the film 
can suit Grade 6 upwards.  Hundreds of   

teachers have used the film with English, Geography 
and History curriculum. The film has also been used 
with university studies.  You can download the Study 
Guide here: www.marymeetsmohammad.com 

Thank you for your support in spreading the 
message of love and compassion.  



What do they not see, who see Him Who sees all things? Pope St Gregory the Great  9  

Privileged to have served ! 

Alan Gauciôs story (part 2) 

Realising the Vision 

150 Years of Liturgical Renewal 

The óRealising the Vision ï 

150 years of Liturgical  
Renewalô study tour                 

travelled through the 
countries of Belgium, 
Netherlands, Germany, 

France and Italy.  Led by 
Dr Margaret Malone SGS 

and Dr Paul Taylor, over a 
period of four weeks, we 
visited places of liturgical 

influence.  

The aim of the tour was to 
visit the key Catholic and 
ecumenical centres in Europe 

that gave birth to the                     
Liturgical Movement and 

which inspired Vatican IIôs 
charter of liturgical reform, 
and also places where the    

liturgical vision was still being 
realised and given different 

expressions.  

A number of abbeys in                

Germany and Belgium were 
founded either directly or              

indirectly from Solesmes. 
These included: Maria Laach 
in Germany; and, Mont César 

(now Keizersberg Abbey) in 

Belgium.  

At Maria Laach, located in the 
Rhineland, we visited the 

crypt where, early one               
morning in 1921, the first   

dialogue Mass was celebrated 
ï the presider faced the              
people, the assembly prayed 

the common parts of the 
Mass together, and members 

of the community brought up 
the gifts for presentation.    
Maria Laach, through its 

scholars and publications               
became a stronghold of                

liturgical development in                     

Germany.  

Then there was Mont César in 
Belgium where Lambert 
Beauduin, a major liturgical 

reformer burst into one of its 
c l a s s r o o m s  o n e  d a y                        

exploding: ñIôve just realised 
that the liturgy is the centre 
of the piety of the Churchò. 

The massive library has                  

become a deposit for                    
liturgical journals.  Many of 

the liturgical journals were 
founded by Beauduin himself.  
It was inspirational to be at 

the same location where 
Beauduin spent part of his life 

and to reflect on his notion 
that óliturgy is the centre of 

the piety of the Churchô. 

Daniel McCarthy OSB from Kansas Abbey, writer in church architecture was in                 
residence at the Mont César monastery  



The principal act of courage is to endure and withstand dangers doggedly rather than to attack them. St Thomas Aquinas  10 

Daniel McCarthy OSB from 

Kansas Abbey, writer in 
church architecture was in 

residence at the Mont César 
monastery doing research. 
He said that Gregorian chant 

should be accessible to                    
everyone and the Sunday 

liturgy at the abbey is                
testimony to this where                

everyone takes part.  

It was at the bi - ritual abbey 

of Chevetogne, also in                
Belgium that we stood                  
beside the grave of Dom 

Lambert Beauduin who had 
generated such hope for the 

renewal of the liturgy. Later, 
while in Rome, Archbishop 
Piero Marini, the Papal               

Master of Ceremonies                  
for many years, welcomed 

us and encouraged us to live 
with similar hope, as did 
those giants who had gone 

before us.  

T h e r e  w e r e  m a n y                         
experiences of Sunday                   
Eucharist. In Paris we                       

celebrated Eucharist at 
Eglise St - Ignace. This                 

re -ordered Gothic church is 
in an arcade of boutiques. St 
Ignace is full of significance, 

having been for many years, 
the parish where Joseph              

Gelineau celebrated liturgy 
and from where, with his 
compositions, he exerted 

such international influence 
on liturgical music. It was 

also where Jacques Berthier, 
the resident organist was    

invited to compose for the 

Taizé community.  

The Bose ecumenica l                  
community in Italy was also 
visited. This ecumenical, lay 

monastery of women and 

men was founded on the day 

Vatican II ended by a young 
economics student from                 

Turin, Enzo Bianchi.  

They pray morning, midday 

and evening prayer and                   
celebrate Eucharist on                

Sundays and Thursdays. 
Every day at 5:00 pm the 
brothers and sisters engage 

in lectio divina , all using the 
Gospel reading for the                   

following day. Set in the 
northern part of Italy                      
bordering the Alps, this was 

a place of beauty, prayer 

and rest.  

On the first Sunday of                 
Advent we attended first 

Vespers for Advent at St                    
Peterôs in Rome. Without a 

ticket and even if one was 
secured, it was near                         
i m p o s s i b l e  t o  g a i n  

entrance to the Basilica due 
to the numbers. We                     

managed to get a front seat  
in front of one of the large 
screens. Vespers for the first 

S u n d a y  o f  A d v e n t  
included university students 

of Rome participating in the 

choir and readings. An icon 
of the Madonna was                      

presented by Pope Francis to 

the university.  

Besides being a moving                
Liturgy, the antiphonal                

responses with the Vatican  
choir and the students and 
worshippers, worked well. 

Participation was evident and 
the students were familiar 

with the responses.  It sent 
a clear message to me that 

Bose Community at prayer 

Room with a view at Bose 



Whoever does not seek the cross of Christ doesn't seek the glory of Christ. St John of the Cross  11 

 

Gregorian chant can work.  

While in Rome, we attended 

an Anglican Mass presided by 
Archbishop David Moxon at 
St Francis Xavier del 

Caravita, assisted by one of 
our confreres. The blessing 

provided for those who did 

not receive the Eucharist and 
who were from other                    

traditions was particularly 

moving.  

As this was a study tour, we 
visited Liturgical Institutes in, 

Leuven, Trier, Paris and 

Rome, in each of which there 
were presentations by                 

professors who are involved 
in ñrealising the visionò 
through educating students 

in liturgy. These scholars    
included Klaus Peter Dan-

necker, Albert Gerhards, Joris 
Geldhof, Patrick Prêtot OSB, 

Keith Pecklers SJ.  

The meeting at the Pontifical 

Council for Christian Unity 
was most inspirational.  I did 
not realise that there was so 

much pro -activity by all                 
involved.  Archbishop David 

Moxon representing the        
Archbishop of Canterbury, Fr 
Anthony Currer ï the                     

Catholic representative and 
Rev Kenneth Howcroft who 

represented the Methodist 
churches were our speakers.  
The usual difficulties in unity 

were outlined with the                   
Ordination of Women being 

the largest issue to be                   

resolved.  

Highlighted during the              
meeting was the Synod of 

Families promulgated by 
Pope Francis.  Here was an 
opportunity for all faith                  

traditions to partake and 

share in common unity.  

Marcel Proust the 19th               
century novelist once wrote: 

"the real voyage of discovery 
consists in not seeking new 

landscapes but in having new 
eyes". I have journeyed to 
Europe many times but this 

time with 'new eyes'. This   
liturgical experience has                 

certainly been a wonderful 

journey for me.  

Peter L Judge  sdc  

A wonderful moment shared with Fr Anthony Currer, Archbishop David Moxon and                  
Rev Kenneth Howcroft from the Pontifical Council for Christian Unity  

Following final group dinner in Rome ï Keith, Peter, Damien, Jake, Stephen, Paul  

Fr Stephen Hackett MSC, Archbishop Mariniôs interpreter and Archbishop Piero Marini  

realising the vision 



Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes has eternal life. John 6:47  12

Leader of Good Sams wins 2013 

Human Rights Medal  

The Congregation of the      

S isters of  the Good                         
Samaritan is the first            

religious congregation to be 
founded in Australia. The 
sources for their spirituality 

are the Gospel, the Rule of 
St Benedict, and the                   

energetic, inclusive love of 
their founder Archbishop 
John Bede Polding. A Sister 

o f  C h a r i t y ,  M o t h e r                        
Scholastica Gibbons, was 

their first leader. They are 
known as the Good Sams. 
From the beginning they 

were given a broad mandate 
to respond to whatever was 

the social and spiritual need 

of the time.  

The Good Sams live a rich 

prayer life. They pray the 
morning and evening prayer 
of the Church and engage in 

lectio divina , an ancient way 
of  pray ing with the                          

Scriptures. 1 

Sister Clare Condon, Leader 
of the Sisters of the Good 
Samaritan, has won the 

2013 Human Rights Medal.  

Clare was presented with the 
award during a special event 

in Sydney on 10 December 
2013, by 2012 Human Rights 

Medal winner, Ian Thorpe. 
The three other 2013 Medal 
finalists were Gurruwun 

(Yalmay) Yunupingu, Richard 
Frankland and Pastor                

Graham Long.  

Addressing a very engaged 
audience of over 300 at the 

present, especially the other 

award winners and finalists, 
and expressed how ñvery 

humbled and inadequateò 

Museum of Contemporary 

Art, Clare acknowledged the 
strong commitment to                

human rights of those                 

1. Source http://www.goodsams.org.au/who -we -are/ten - facts -you -should -know -about - the -good -sams/  

Ian Thorpe presents the 2013 Human Rights Medal to Sister Clare Condon                        
Photo credit: Matthew Syres 
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she felt to receive the award 

in their midst.  

ñBut on reflection, I do so on 
behalf of all my Sisters of the 

Good Samaritan who have 
served human rights in                 

Australia for 156 years.ò 

In particular, Clare paid           
tribute to her Sisters 
throughout Australia who    

visit asylum seekers and                 
refugees in detention, who 

befriend and work alongside 
Indigenous people, who                
support women who are 

homeless or  escaping                     
domestic violence, and those 

who educate for justice.  

ñBut most of all I think I                
receive [the award] on behalf 

of those Sisters ï some of 
them in their 80s ï who                 
befriend the stranger in their 

neighbourhood and, on a      
daily basis, respect the                     

integrity and dignity of each 
person and of creation. And 
for those who live in the 

more remote areas of                
Australia, in Kiribati in the 

Pacific, and in Bacolod in the 

Philippines.  

ñWe are grassroots people; 

weôre ordinary people,ò said 

Clare.  

ñI thank you for honouring 

the Sisters of the Good                
Samaritan this evening. May 

we continue to work for the 
dignity of every person that 
comes into our orbit here in 

Australia or elsewhere.ò 

Hosted by the Australian                 
Human Rights Commission, 

the Human Rights Awards are 
h e l d  e a c h  y e a r  o n                              
International Human Rights 

Day ï 10 December  ï to    
c e l e b r a t e  i n d i v i d u a l s ,                     

businesses and community 
organisations across Australia 
who have advanced human 

rights during the year.  

T h e  H u m a n  R i g h t s                         
Commiss ion Pres iden t ,                    

Professor Gillian Triggs,                 
described Clare as a ñwoman 

of integrity, compassion and 

great fortitudeò. 

ñSister Clare has been with 
the Sisters of the Good               

Samaritan for about 40 
years. During this time she 

has made a very significant 

contribution to human rights, 
re - inventing the Sisters of 

the Good Samaritan and 
broadening their human 

rights focus.  

ñJust one example is the 
housing support provided by 
the Sisters to victims of                 

domestic violence. In the 
past few years, the Sisters 

have helped more than 5,000 
women and children who 
have suffered domestic                   

violence,ò Professor Triggs 

said.  

ñShe is never afraid to stand 

up for what she believes in, 
nor is she afraid to take her 
m e s s a g e  d i r e c t l y  t o                        

Government, relentlessly       
lobbying politicians to help 

those in need.ò 

This is an edited version of an                 
article first published in The Good 

Oil, the e -magazine of the Good 
Samaritan Sisters available at  

www.goodsams.org.au  

Sister Clare Condon Photo credit: Matthew Syres  Human Rights Commission President, Professor Gillian 
Triggs with Good Samaritan Sister Clare Condon  
Photo credit: Matthew Syres 


