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St George Preca founded a
catechetical movement for
men called the Society of
Christian Doctrine in 1907
foll owed by t
movement in 1910. Both

groups have always operated

independently. The reasons
for this are varied but relates

more to culture than
practicality and this
separation does not always
translate well in overseas
settings.

An  Extraordinary General
Chapter of both groups was
held in April 2013 in Malta.
This was the first time in a
hundred years that the two
sections had worked and
reflected together in this
capacity. The Chapter has a
mandate from the 2009
General Chapters of the two
Sections of the SDC, to study
and approve the
re-structuring of The Rule
which  will result in two
documents, the Constitutions
and the General Directory.
Sixty -four Delegates
participated in the Chapter.

While still a student, George
Preca began writing a Rule, in
Latin, for wuse in a
confraternity of deacons that
he intended to form. However
Fr Preca modified this project
into a less concretely defined
group of well -informed men
and women, who would then
be able to share the faith in
Malta. He was inspired to this
end after he heard
an uninformed sacristan

ebrat i

ng t

h e

Gener al Chapter i
teaching children and
dedicated his Society to
address this limitation.

Over the vyears there has
been various developments in
the formulation of our Rule of
Life. Now it is the time to
take another step forward in
the development of the Rule.
This entails a renewal in the
administration and the
language used. The new Rule
and General Directory will
reflect this.

After one hundred years, and
as part of the same process
and in the spirit of Vatican I,
the SDC is also seeking
pontifical approval.

session

RESPONSE FROM
PARTICIPANTS
IN THE GENERAL
CHAPTER

The Joint General
Extraordinary Chapter 2013

has been a positive,
enlightening and unique
experience of faith which
expressed itself in love and

enthusiasm towards our
Charism. Perhaps we love
God and our Society in
different creative ways, but

these elements were
combined towards one aim:

keeping our charism alive
through our Rule expressed

in the Constitution and
General Directory.

not how much we

gi ve
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The notion of a combined chapter was
surprisingly new and created a sense of
hope, curiosity and wonder as to whether this
could really materialise between the two
sections of the Society. It also created a
sense of fear in the face of the huge task we
had been given. A conjunct General Chapter
was the first of its kind and we have always
managed matters which concern each other
SO separately. However by coming together
in this forum, we believe that the Society is
heading in the right direction.

As participants of this chapter, we got to
know each other well, through the work
accomplished in the formal sessions and the
many informal conversations we had away
from the Chapter Hall. It was good to have Concluding Eucharist celebrated b\
many different viewpoints being expressed
from the male and female Members as well
as from different cultures as the chapter
affects the Society wherever it is. We
experienced the joy of fraternal unity present

in the whole Society between both sections.

The preparatory meetings and prayer
sessions helped us to have the right
disposition and spirit needed to develop and
sustain us so that t hr c
would be able to make correct
decisions. We also needed to develop an
attitude of active listening during the study
sessions to enlighten our decisions. This led

to a detachment from our personal views

for the greater benefit for the whole Society —
in keeping to the Founder P
SDCb6s original chari sm. fo
respect, genuine spirit and prayerful mood in
which the Chapter was experienced.

Laot B

We have prayed, listened attentively and
worked hard to read properly the Will of God
through our intentions, interventions, opinions
and votes. Perhaps sometimes we were
disappointed. Other times we were satisfied.
All these mixed feelings now lead us to realise
that the Spirit of God is still alive, dynamic
and colourful. We are encouraged through our

pre

Cultural differences were a source of
inspiration and sometimes created moments
of frustration and misunderstanding.
Although we came from various backgrounds
with our own experiences and personal
baggage, we can say that we felt no

prejudice and pre -determined judgements on A -4 HEEY \
whatever was brought forward for Founder 6s Iweverdsituatioriyou find

consideration. Members respected each yourself in observe and reflect upon the Will

ot herds contribution beca"L%OQ Ifoypu wany (o begomg g wain. fry

and the common interest that brought us always to do what God Wwants you to do.
together. Peoplebs merit is found on

will especially in those events which go

There are more tears shed over answ®tr eflepesag easfs Arhialna ov e rjis)



sdc

Chapter participants prayerfully processing to the chapel

against their will. By these means one can
obtain real internal peace . 0

Finally, as in the story of the rich young man
who asked Whatmust | do foinherit
t he et er n &dtoolmudtwe™ow follow
the Rule and let the Spirit guide us into the

future so that we may,

continue to be a means to sanctity and help
others come to love and serve God.

Franco Zardo sdc

The 2013 Joint Extraordinary General
Chapter was one of the most important
events in the history of the SDC. The
renewed Rule commissioned in 2002 was the
result of the work of the two Sections
working independently.

The Chapter was a special moment of grace
in my journey as a Member of the SDC.
Never before had | appreciated the gift and
mystery of our vocation. It enabled me to
further study our charism. | represented the
Wo mens o

he

Wh e n t

you approach

Section of t he SDC in

tabernacl e

for the Chapter. | will continue to cherish the
memories of the mutual respect that existed
between the two Sections during that period.

At no time did | feel that the agenda had been
already set. During my work in the
Preparatory Commission, which was made up
of the moderators of the General Council of

a Shotfe GrufsSwith thed rhale UsBRAbE General

as Chair, | experienced the complementarity
of the two Sections living out our life. My
experience of the Chapter made it very clear
to me that the Holy Spirit is alive in the SDC,
and that we who are committed to its mission
should listen to that Spirit and respond
courageously, much as St George Preca
responded in his own life.

The process of the Extraordinary Joint General
Chapter is not finished. History cannot be
understood in a static way. | would rather
see the Constitutions as a point of departure
and point of reference to seek new ways of
visible and comprehensible signs of the
Kingdom of God in the contemporary world.

Pauline Grech sdc
preparation

remember tShtatd chsee rhaarsi & eH
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The late Fr John Wall of the Archdiocese of
Hobart was an avid collector of books and the
1477 Latin Vulgate Bible is the jewel in the
crown of his bequest to the library in the
Hobart Diocesan Centre that now bears his

name. Fr Johnos Bi bl e
editions printed at Basel in Switzerland from
the press of Bernhard Richel between 1474
and 1477. There is no information available
as to who bought it until it surfaced in the
collection held by the Duke of Sussex who

was the sixth son of King George lII.

According to John Goldfinch the Curator at
the British Library, the Duke was known for
his liberal and progressive views. Like his
brothers he married without proper
permission, and neither of his wives was ever
recognised as legitimate. Nevertheless, he
was very much involved in the promotion of
the arts and sciences, becoming President of
the Royal Society in the 1830s.

The Duke collected many Bibles and other
theological books which were on the market -
many of these were confiscated from
religious libraries across Europe during the
Napoleonic period. Like Fr John, the Duke
was an enthusiastic and discriminating
book -collector - especially of rare and printed

The

Lord is close to the

broken Pkadmt Sd.:

bl e L1 v

books. At the time of his death in 1843, he
had amassed over 50,000 books at
Kensington Palace. The library was auctioned
by the London firm of Evans between 1 July
1844 and 11 August 1845.

Following the custom of the time, Bibles
opened the sale, and the 1477 Richel Bible
(lot 546) sold on the third day, 3 July 1844,

for two pounds to the London bookseller,
Pickering. What happened to the book after

this is a mystery. I'tds p
Wall acquired this book back in the 1960s for
seven hundred and fifty pounds T according

to a marking on the inside cover.

Ed Sianski, Librarian at the Fr John Wall
Community Library has cared for this Bible

for the past five years when it was at St
Aloysius Catholic College at Huntingfield,
Tasmania. It had been a pleasure for him to

show students this Bible which was printed

some twenty -two years after Johannes
Guttenbergbdbs 1455 famous
RW@BelOMasOfanf QPprentice
the Bible has a continuity with the first
printing done in Europe. Apparently
Guttenberg developed his idea of the printing

from a wine press! It must be noted that

China and Korea had moveable print well
before Guttenberg was on the scene.
However, the invention of the printing press

in the West heralded great changes in Europe

and made the printed word widely available.

No | onger housed in a pal
is now located among some 25, 000 books at
the Fr John Wall Community Library. The
1477 Bible is a faith document and it
continues t o speak of Go
people, through the medium of the printed
wor d. It is Godédés Latin |o

It is fitting to see that books are still very
much a part of our culture and our heritage.
If we lose sight of that, in this media age, it
would be to our detriment. It is estimated
that if the bible is sold, it would fetch a
six -figure sum.

1B8e rescues t V4




8

Dar-Ka hi n
Makili ng t

For many years, the
architect, Richard England
who was born in Malta has
had an intimate connection
with the SDC designing the
chapels in our centre in
Naxxar, Malta and at the
Central House, among
other works. He was
commissioned to design the
Dar il-l ani n Sa
centre in Santa Verna, Malta
for retired Members of the
SDC.

Richard is a prolific architect Richard England Millennium Chapel

and has won many awards

and spoken at many Members of the SDC, Maltese villages familiar to
conferences. He is also a providing reflective spaces the residents and is situated
poet, sculptor, photographer for prayer including a chapel. in the courtyard of the
and artist and the author of The chapel, especially the centre. The chapel is a
several books on art and exterior, replicates the perfect example of the blend

architecture. Among his best
known works in Malta are
the Church of St Joseph at
Manikata, the Central Bank
of Malta Annexe, the
Millennium Chapel and the
rehabilitation of the St
James Cavalier Centre for
Creativity in Valletta.
Richar dods phil«
designing is to make the \
ordinary, extraordinary. He
wor ks wi t h Ma |
tradition 1 not against it.

Currently a new conference
centre for the SDC designed

by Richard is taking shape at
Santa Verna in Malta T a
subject for another issue of
The MUSEUM .

Dar il-l ani n Sama
centre is a place for
soul -searching and a resting
place for the retired

Chapel

We ascend to the heights of Romé edtpl @Grte gor byt idheGrse ®&tps of



of Maltese typologies with hospitality is most cordial.

memories of the traditional The residents of the
setting for the Maltese, Samaritan are very

typical of Ri ¢ haacondnibdatings toy buests
This has certainly been enjoying the banter and
achieved at the Dar il -1 a n i fellowship of Members.
Samaritan.
The literal translation of the
Members have their own Maltese Dar il -1 ani n e
bedrooms with generous Samaritan into English is =
space including an ensuite. O6merci ful Samaritan Houseo.

The centre provides many
spaces for exploration and
rest including a landing with
a panoramic view over
neighbouring villages.

Members from overseas are
accommodated at the
Samaritan where the

Richard Englandds cu omary
architectural desiagn

Living qukarier sSeomariilt an Centre

everything, whether i i hi ng s eSts eBlonoarv ean ttuhrieng k 9



Two Vv ol

Vi ctoril an

St Vincent 6s volunteers

Martin Prest were nominated for the 2013
Victorian Minister for Health Volunteer
Awards.

Jillian McClure has been volunteering in the
Speech Pathology Department for two years,
and has undertaken training to join the
Supported Conversation Volunteer
Programme, where she regularly volunteers
to assist patients who have lost one of the
most precious gifts - their ability to verbally
communicate 1 usually as a result of stroke
or surgery to the head and neck.

Jillian had a lifelong desire to give something
back to those less fortunate than herself and
inspired by the Sisters of Charity she decided

to volunteer at St Vi ncen

fiShe has a gift that
with people from all walks of life and get

them to open up to her
St Vincentds Volunteers

Jillian connects with patients on a very
personal, individual level, building
relationships  with  patients who are
frightened, frustrated and angry, and helping
to alleviate those feelings.

iSome patients from rural

and lonely and some are estranged from
their families. | am not their counsellor, | am
there to listen, laugh and cry with them, to
treat them with utmost respect and the
dignity they deserve. To many patients, it
becomes their home, a place to feel safe and
secure, o Jillian said.

Jilllian is full of praise for the Speech
Pat hol ogy department.
care offered by the Speech Pathologists at St
Vincent's is of the highest standard and | am

honoured to be associated with the entire

al |

Vol
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Martin Prest

fi | al ways hear
about the quali
I am proud to b
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Martin Prest was also nominated for the
Volunteer of the Year Awards. He has been

ATRE PABAEMBn Y OlahTy

three years, offering spiritual care to those

who are most vulnerable.

Martin sits with patients who are deemed

teer

team and their wonderful, hid?1 taftsVri€ks Brid tgi{/eg P—I&IySCor?lmunion

t o

t hose
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Martin works as a Personal Care Attendant at

Mercy Health and was drawn to volunteer at SOCIETY OF CHRISTIAN

St Vincentds through an appreci atd ur
values and a love of his work. Dd&Tﬁ[ N g

ASt Vi t O i | | % . .
Qompassion;tten gariz,nson?efhing II Eold ovl\égr non pRECW CE‘NTR ES

and try to bring to my own work, o0 Martin
said.

M . : ge%ional. Ce{fntre
artindés wealth of experience al ent s
to be comfortable in their surroundings, 82 Westmoreland Road
which resonates not only in the patient but Nt r_‘l_e‘?l_’ n Sog,l g%’G 4V|gc7t6%r e
also in their families who visit. Seeing a :
loved one at ease, especially spiritu%lly _Fax: Ve weba 97El

' ’ Email: sdcpreca@optusne

reduces the anxiety many feel during times

of iliness. New South W&lbe@sh Austr a

AiMartin offers compassion a@gfr £a§paPhk tAOdeIalde

patients when they need it "ﬁothunoya‘JluadySt 936' East St
iHe all ows t he patients tche s <€ oFmafokrt Bﬁémpton 500

religious support during their hospitalisation Tel: 02 9546Tell2:3208 8346
which in many cases enhances recovery, Fax: 02 9594F a0x7:2408 8346
both physical and mental . o i
Rooty Hill Iasmani a
Jillian and Martin were not successful in 46 Rooty Hi ] Ff-ldobsd Mt
winning the award. Rooty Hi ’
) 5 andy Bay
Tel: 02 625 qgfy Bay 770
Fax: 02 625 2’25 |
Reprinted with permission from The Font, May 2013,
Newsl etter of St Vincentds Hospital, Mel bo rne
ctoria
Al tona Meadowser Park
39 Talbot ST97 Ball ar at
Al t ona eadowbeeBOP8rk, 30
Tel : 03 9360Te0l1:9903 9363 .
Fax: 03 9360 0199
Ardeer St Al bans
13 Lorna Cre9 Rosslare P
Sunshine Westst 3AR®ans, 30
Tel: 03 9363Te417:1703 9356
Fax: 03 9363Fax7:1703 9356

Those whose hearts are pureSarkeuthe temples of the Holy
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The Camino Salvado s
Australia's version of the
famous Camino Santiago de
Compostella across France
and Spain. The Camino
Salvado follows the Pilgrims
Trail from St Josephs
in Subiaco 1 3kms from the
CBD in Perth
in the Wheatbelt.

Subiaco, was named after
Subiaco, ltaly, where St
Benedict established his first
monastery. Subiaco was
settled by the Italian
Benedictine monks. New
Norcia was named after
Norcia, Umbria, Italy,the
birthplace of St Benedict.

Bishop Dom Rosendo Salvado
(1814 -1900) was born in
Tuy, Galacia, Spain in 1814
and entered the Benedictine
monastery of St Martin de
Compostella at the age of 15.

In 1838 he joined the
Benedictine monastery at
Cava, near Naples ltaly (after

The

first stage of

- to New Norcia

Lef New Norci a,
Ri gAthe abbot wa
the entire 1

the Spanish anti
government ordered the
suppression of religious
houses). Salvado and his
Spanish companion Bishop
Dom Joseph Serra were
attracted to the idea of
foreign  missions among
primitive peoples.

New Norcia was founded in
1848 by Rosendo Salvado

-clerical

e monastery
he feet of

I
t t wo
in good

cheer,

and Joseph Serra who set up
catholic missions in the new
colony of Western Australia.
They were granted 7,500
hectares of freehold land
which they developed into the

New Norcia Mission and a
profitable farm. Their hard

work eventually paid off, as it

would become one of the
most successful missions in
Australian history.

The trail is approximately
160kms long and travels
t hrough t he C
district past places of
historical interest and out of

the metropolitan area via the

beautiful Swan river
foreshore.

The Camino Salvado is not
always an easy path to
follow. It is a walk for all
people 1 those of faith, those
with no faith and those who
seek faith. |t
walk made up of people who

t own

i
il
witho

ity

the Camino involved w&dM& nféonlilgrrpﬂndt htg'eSWan
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The variety of terraiBeabwngGrlkeeg waldk An
be

country, from all walks of life:
some walk in groups and
others walk alone. At the end
of the walk when pilgrims
reach the monastery they are
greeted by the Abbot who
washes their tired feet.

The first walkers on the
Pilgrim  Trail walked from
Subiaco to New Norcia over
five days in 2009. Currently
the walk is arranged and
supported by volunteers from
St Josephos pari
Usually two caminos are
conducted each year. It is
hoped that self -guided
caminos will be possible in
future years.

Anne and Greg Jorgensen
from Melbourne together with
other pilgrims did the walk
this year over six days. On
three occasions the pilgrims
were met by previous
pilgrims providing sustenance

and encouragement during
poor weather, which was
much appreciated. The

church bells tolled as they
entered New Norcia. They
went directly to the church

Give thanks

"o R 3 v e

to what was to

<
<

where the walkers were
greeted warmly by the Abbot.
He read an extract form the
Rule of St Benedict, which
directed the monks to offer
hospitality to all. They
certainly experienced this on

t o ftchre hGosd wotfe ehcefaavsetisladbwme 186d 26e s

front of a sculpt

New Norci a

e in
amed

their visit to New Norcia.

The official website for the
Camino Salvado may be
found here:

www.caminosalvado.com

f orever.
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nLet t he
dwell among you richly as
you teach and admonish one
another with all wisdom
through psalms, hymns, and
songs from the Spirit, singing
to God with gratitude in your
h e a r t(Gologsians 3, 16)

The mission of the SDC
Member is to share the Word
everywhere and to everyone
making use of all suitable
means. And so, in November
2010, the SDC began its
mission in the parish of St
Luke i n
Together with another
Member, Anton Grima, we
began to experience a totally
new reality and culture. The
environment, the culture and
the weather were totally
different for us, however the
mission remained the same.

During our first year, we were
totally focused on studying
the Polish language.
Eventually we settled and
found employment. In the
meantime we began
organising winter and
summer camps for children
and youth in our parish. In

August 2012 another
Member, Rainer Bezzina
joined us following eight

years of missionary work in
Albania.

We are called to proclaim the
Word and let the message of
Christ dwell among us and
with the people we meet. In

all circumstances we face, in
the words we say, in the

way to | ove

messag:

PoznaEE

ng

Gri xti

Il van

thoughts we think and in the
actions we do.

Art is a means of
communicating and teaching.
A painting or a piece of art, if
appreciated and
6contempl at ed?6,
source of deep significance.
The viewer might spend
hours looking at a painting or
else just glance at it and
consequently experience
happiness, sadness or
confusion. Time is irrelevant
while contemplating a
painting. What is relevant
and indispensable, is the
discourse between the viewer
and his
dialogue that may stimulate
feelings, emotions and faith
within the viewer.

surrounded by his

-s&@il diea

Ar t t

I@in

How sweet and deep are the

expressions of art through

which  God inspires us.
Hymns, poems, songs and
works of art are means
through which we give glory

to God. Art provides more

tHarfd'glanc® Bf the fnaterial

world. Lines form and colour

manage to gather
sentiments, experiences and

wisdom. Every religious
painting is like a window that

opens to the viewer a new

dimension and perspective.

In my last set of paintings, |
tried to develop a particular
style T a fusion between
figurative and abstract.
Sometimes the style tends to
be very abstract until perhaps
one observes the painting in
more depth. The painting

anythingGi .t €heseakrtent hat it may

wor ks of

I

ar



depicted her e
Resurrectionbo,
described as a ballerina or as

a winning athlete. Colours
and lines form a figure
covering and surrounding the
victorious figure in melodic
harmony. This figure may
also be interpreted as the
Resurrection of Jesus Christ
with his glorified body. Not a
transparent spirit, but a body
that is difficult to describe
with words, but almost easier

to imagine and paint: a
clean, holy, divine, new
body.

The figure gives a sense of
movement and dynamism.
The painting is like a view
taken while the figure was
moving towards its
destination T towards
heaven. It seems to be facing
upwards and downwards at
the same time. Two hands
are raised victoriously and
gloriously. At the same time,
another hand appears on the
right, reaching down. This
third hand seems to be

6 Th
may

inviting t he viewer :

on, my friend, take my hand
so that | may lift you up with
me. Give me your hand and
let me take you to the place
reserved for you in my heart.
We will become one body. It
is | Jesus Christ who will live
in you: crucified but
victorious. o

Ivan Grixti sdc

fiResurrectionod and another of |l vanos

di smayed for |

am your

Godl; wil Wi ubhet deyouhenthoariyatr i 4

painti
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