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How extremely blessed | am that as part of
my training in becoming a Diocesan Priest,

Andrew Sci
Her e

the Diocese sent me
Experiencebo, all owin
destination. Wanting to be challenged, |
chose Calcutta, India!

My time in Calcutta for over four weeks at
the end of 2012, proved to be a time of
blessing and privilege! When one is

surrounded with such extreme poverty, pain
and pollution (and for me even death), you
can expect a certain movement of the heart
to take place. It would not be too difficult to
go to such an impoverished place and only
focus on the negatives. However a place of
such extreme need also has much splendour
and beauty that really shines through, and
that beauty is with its people. | know this
experience is one that I'll be unpacking for
the restof my life T here is but a taste...

My living situation compared to most was a

blessing which included eating rice and
curry for breakfast, lunch and dinner almost

every day, sleeping on a thin mattress that

was supported by a wooden planked bed
and showering under a normal tap running

cold water at hip height. The Missionaries of
Charity Brothers with whom | stayed with

were wonderfully prayerful, caring and
loving people. This laid the foundation and

put me in good stead for my time in
Calcutta. | had some different options as to

where | could stay whilst on mission; |

chose the one that was most united to a life

of prayerful union with our Eucharistic Lord,

and this became my strength in everything.

The Missionary Sisters of Charity, whom we
are familiar with their white religious habits
with blue trimming (the traditional Indian
clothing for woman), were so deeply
prayerful, gentle yet strong, kind yet firm,
and beautifully joyful, that my heart was
moved on occasions.
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Andrew Sciberras Jr

The spirit of Blessed Teresa of Calcutta

(Mother Teresa) truly lives on in them. They
have such a love for Jesus, Our Lady and for
those in need that it is little wonder why their
numbers continue to grow. Even though the
Sisters face extreme environments and
situations daily, young women from all
around the world are still drawn to give their
lives in the service of the down, destitute and

dying.
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Each day for me held a treasured
experience. I n summary,
experience of Christmas. A day that usually
holds for me (and so many others) much
eating, reminded me that the simple things

still have to occur; so washing soiled clothes

and linen, and bathing men with my bare
hands, was incredibly humbling. On
Christmas Day it was around 15°C, which is
considered extremely cold (10 -12°C is
probably the coldest it gets in Calcutta and

that is considered freezing by the locals). As

a result, three of the patients died on that

day out of the 45 male patients that | was
working with. To be so close to death on the

day that much of the world celebrates life -
the life of Christ - was immensely moving.

One patient who died on Christmas Day was
a middle -aged man whom | helped several
days earlier with arm and hand exercises. As
| knelt beside his deceased but still warm
body (he died 30 minutes earlier), | placed
my right hand over his forehead and prayed
to God for the repose of his soul. Although he
didn't speak a word of English and simply
communicating through the simple exercise
movements | helped him to do, it's amazing
what a connection can form. | tried closing
his eyes and then later on, | helped to wrap
his body in a white sheet. His lifeless body
was then taken to the Crematorium. Over the
weeks | had already taken three bodies to
the Crematorium, but this man was different.

| had held his arms and helped him to move
his hands, but in the end he was still called
into the next life; may he rest in peace.

One of the great and unexpected blessings
that occurred during my time in Calcutta was
the numerous amount of good and beautiful
men and women | came across who were
giving their time for the poor and needy
there. These volunteers often pushed beyond
their own inhibitions, anxieties and bouts of
illness, to give themselves to the care of the
sick, poor and dying. From an 18 year old girl
spending 10 months there on her gap year to
a well -off 78 year old man doing what he
could to help. From an exuberant American
Seminarian to an experienced psychologist
wanting to become a Catholic. From a South

Success is not failure

final,

Children of

Calcutt a

Af ri 2006s

her
much zeal and faith; to an Italian nurse in his
20's who was going from country to country

can woman i n

for two years working for f
not like the fact that some people in the world
di dnot receive car e
money. 0 Not to ment.i
Volunteers | worked side by side with.

becau
on the

When | asked the 18 year old why she chose
to come to Calcutta for so long, she simply
replied, "l just wanted to really help people
before going to university," then she
continued on her way. | was moved time and
time again! | am deeply thankful to have met
such generous people; theirs was an interior
beauty that no superficial beauty could equal.

Calcutta will always remain with me; it has

that affect on you. | am blessed to have been

given the privilege to be part of a place - in
my own little way - where Mother Teresa
lived, prayed, worked and died at 87 years

old, with a heart still burning with love!

With love in Christ through the Virgin Mary.

Andrew Sciberras Jr
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Making the Faith Blossom

There is no doubt that
MI CHELLE N E WL
recovery from serious illness
is a story that needs to be
told over. Her faith has
blossomed where it might
have been lost. When you
meet with Michelle, you are
greeted with a warm smile,
yet beyond the beautiful
exterior, there is a profound
lesson on life for all of us to
hear.

Raised in a caring and
catholic family, Michelle was
loved, enjoyed life and had
big plans for her future. Just
after her nineteenth birthday

a life -threatening asthma
attack left her seriously
disabled.

This left her with an acquired
brain injury, the impact of
which may have confined her
to a nursing home for life.
Michelle had to learn how to
walk, talk and eat again. She
could not communicate,
laugh, cry and she even lost
her memory.

I n hospital, Mi
were told that she would
remain in this condition for
the rest of her life and be
confined to a nursing home.
The medical opinion was that

she would not regain any sort

c

Mi chell e

wi t h Vic and Ann

parents

P
S e
Michelle in intensive care following her
of functioning and that she Mi chell ebéds family
would only be able to blink system to consider

rehabilitation and after much
advocacy and pleading, it was

her eyes.

The 6door of faitho
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decided that Michelle would be given some
rehabilitation. This was initially provided for

five and a half months until the family were
told that Michelle was i
mucho and that she would
nursing home.

Michelle lived in a nursing home for sixteen
months with sick and dying elderly. Her family
worked hard in preparing to have Michelle
living at home; even though she had very
high care needs. Michelle returned home just
in time for her 21st birthday. She was still
only able to speak a few words and nutrition
was provided via a tube.

Through determination, courage and
painstaking therapy, Michelle has overcome
insurmountable odds with amazing strength
and support of her loving family, friends and
carers. Michelle has reached goals that the

medi c al staff said w 8he e
made it through.
During this time and now;

trust in God have carried her through. In her
own words, Michelle sums up her attitude to
her faith: ol t has

really understand God's plan for me. But now
it is crystal clear. God wants me to be an
example of his immense love and almighty
power. In him and with him, anything is
possible. My recovery is living proof of this.
There is no way that | would be where | am
today, without God's love, mercy, strength,
comfort and healing. 6

Thi s i s Mi chell ebs
peace with her today and astonishing joy.

As a result of living in a nursing home,
Michelle has become an advocate to prevent
young people being confined to nursing
homes. Michelle is available to speak to
workplace groups, school, parish and youth
groups about her story. She may be

t al es t han
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completing a radio
at:

http://www.michellenewland.com

The poet John Buccino also known as Art
Garfunkel wrote in his song "Grateful" which
sums up Michell eds

For | believe that whatever the terrain
Our feet can learn to dance
Whatever stone life may sling

We can moan or we can sin
S
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Archbil shop

Joseph

SDC Members with

This year 2013 is hundred
years since the arrival in
1913 of the Archbishop of
Melbourne, Dr Daniel Mannix
from Ireland to Australia and

fifty years since his death in

1963. Daniel Mannix served
as Archbishop of Melbourne
from 1917 to 1963. He also

lived at the presbytery of St

Mary, Star of the Sea, West
Melbourne for a short time
where the ministry of the

SDC in Australia began.

In January 1963, the
Members of the Society of
Christian Doctrine T
Community in  Australia,
under the leadership of Fr
Joseph  Abela visited Dr
Daniel Mannix in his home at
Raheen, Kew. This was the
last year of his earthly life,

he passed away on 6
November 1963, aged ninety

-nine.

The truth is

Archbishop

Preca

|l i ke a | ion. You

Dani el

In the last year of his life he
rarely moved out of his
bedroom and it was here
depicted in the
accompanying picture that
the Members were privileged
to have met this most

notable Archbishop of
Melbourne.

Arriving in  Melbourne in
1913 and being an

immigrant; the Archbishop
would have understood how
the early Maltese Members
were to struggle with the
cultural differences and even
more the Members could not
comprehend the secularism
that was prevailing. Living
the faith was strong in Malta
as it was in Ireland.

The appointment, in 1912, of
Monsignor  Mannix, then
President of St Patrick's
College, Maynooth, Ireland

donot

Abel a

Manni_x

Dan.i

as coadjutor Archbishop of
Melbourne called for a great
sacrifice. He said in his first
address in Melbourne: "It is
a long way from Ireland to

Australia, from - Maynooth

to Melbourne. And, | may
confess the truth, it was a
great sorrow and a great
wrench for me to turn my
face away from my own dear
country and from my own
kindred. A hundred bonds
stronger than steel bound
me to the dear old land from
which so many of you, like
myself, have come."

The Members could relate to
this as some were feeling the
pihch L3P leaving their
homeland and many did
return to live in Malta.

Daniel Mannix was the
Archbishop of Melbourne

when Joseph Abela studied
for priestly ministry. Joseph

Fr Joseph Abel a
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Abela who was the first acting Delegate of the

Superior General in Australia admired Daniel CELEBRAT'NG THE FEAST

Mannix who provided leadership and example

in developing both a just 'civil' society and
Church.

Joe Abela set out after the example of Daniel
Mannix, to form in the mind of the early
Members, an awareness of Church amidst a
scene of 6 Aussiebd S
cultural prejudices.

Those Members from this early visit who are
with us today recall that the atmosphere was
most congenial and being early days for the
SDC in Australia, the Members were
encouraged in the knowledge that the local

Church was recognising their presence in HOBART
Australia.

St George Preca Ma
These were fruitful days for us in terms of Thursday 9 May 201
vocations. We owe our gratitude to Fr Joseph 7:-00 PM

Abela, now deceased, and our early leaders

: ) " Preca Centre Hobart
for their zeal in recruiting Members.

500 Sandy Bay Road, Lo
We draw inspiration from Archbishop Daniel

Mannix. Today a strong mindset is required of MELBOURNE

the SDC Members to instruct the people of

God in order to counteract the maxims of this Prayer Service
world driven by power, consumerism and Sunday 5 May 2013
conflict by instructing God's people in the way 12:30 PM

of truth and justice.

Monument of St Geor g
St Patrickds Cat he

Maurice Mifsud Memor.i
Wednesday 8 May 20
7: 30 PM
SDC Regional Centr
82 Westmorel and Road,

Euchari st Adorati c

Saturday 11 May 20

10: 00-3AMMO PM

SDC Regional Centr
82 Westmorel and Road,

St George Preca Ma

Saturday 11 May 20
6: 00 PM
‘ St Paul 6s Chapel
St Mary Star of the Sea Church 477 Royal Parade,s p

On homiletics: 61f you havendt Arnchikcikstod Rifttkear tRwa mi GOR tIRe)
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On a recent glorious warm
February weeke
Connected Garden at
Elizabeth Grove, South
Australia was open to the
public as part of Open
Gardens Australia and nearly
1000 people in total visited
over the two days to enjoy
the ambience, inspect the
nearly 300 varieties of fruit
growing and hopefully return
home inspired to plant a few
more trees themselves.

These gardens belong to
several adjoining neighbours
and have gradually been
evolving over the last few
years. Somehow the concept
really grabbed the attention

of the Adelaide media and
there was extensive
promotion in the print, radio,

TV and social media and
large crowds attended
despite the location 25

kilometres north of the city.

We have asked ourselves
why it was so successful.
The gardens are not at all
O6prettyd or T nhayni
are practical and full of
edible plants.
growing food and being
environmentally conscious
are topical at the moment so

the opportunity to see a
permaculture garden would
have been attractive to
many. However, our sense is

that it was the factor of
neighbourhood cooperation T
gates connecting the
gardens 1 that really caught
peopl ebs

Joseph

Connected

Kielnerowski

For us, the principles behind
the gardens are deeply
spiritual, even though we are
not connected by any
common religious bond. The
gardens are built using
permaculture principles T
waste, recycling, each plant
placed in an optimum
environment. They are
maintained using organic
principles and laid out so
that eaehdneighbour can use
them and share the produce
| witd seach rother. $Soh we
espouse care of the
environment, care of the
earth, and most importantly,
care of each other.

no

I have Dbeen able to
contribute to the ongoing
layout of the gardens as well
as to establish fascinating
food plants. Follow a path
and a new vista opens up,

i magi nath§Wo fings to see, quiet

his connection
spaces to stop and be awed.

All productive, all different!

In this regard, it is a little

like a monastery garden -
there are places to sit and
meditate, favourite places,
places to be alone and
places to inspire.

Each neighbour is treated
with great respect. Some are
very private people, so each
of us has rules for entry
through our own gate. For
some you have to ring first;
to others you can bring
visitors 1 | believe that to
treat each other as we would
want to be treated manifests
the Christ within us.

So in a way, we are creating
a little of the early Christian
community  without being
aware of it. To do this, each
of us negotiates for a win /
win. One may supply the
land, another does the bulk

(0@ Charity is

certainly greater

t han arsy

VU Ine.e nMo rdeeo WParu,l al |



Nei ghbour hood gat

of the watering; others may

do most of the maintenance
I each according to their
gifts, their age and abilities.

One may pay the bulk of the

water bills, others may
fundraise for it. Each is at
choice, because we have no
committee and rely on
generosity of spirit.

This has inspired people to
come and help. My former
manager from my place of
employment has spent much
of the past year driving 25
km to work on my house and
garden. The local policeman
has been fixi
clothes hoists, putting up
shade cloth and building a
nursery at one of the
neighbours. We have had
three busy bees where up to
20 people turned up from the
Rare Fruit Society at each to
do heavy labour and garden
makeovers. On the weekend
we opened up four gardens,
spread out over quite an area
and we had extra activities
for each day, such as
information booth, talks, tree
planting and summer pruning
demonstrations, guided
tours, plant stall, sausage

God

e

ng

t hat

RS 0

sizzle, hot and cold drink
stalls and a large number of
helpers turned up and ran
everything very smoothly.

This sense of generosity
underpins everything we do.

All gate takings were given

back to Open Gardens
Australia to cover their
expenses and we donated
our share to charity. What

we have been doing is more
than just growing food. There

is something about gardening

which is highly therapeutic

but it goes beyond that as

people share their ideas and

plenv reateyiats raedoharvests

and ultimately themselves.

One of my neighbours puts it

t his wd y perceivié a
hunger for a more
meaningful life in  many

people, especially the young
who must worry what kind of
planet they will inherit due to
the selfish consumerism of
the generations before them.
People are looking for
connection and creativity and
a practical expression of
contemporary spirituality and
organised religion leaves
many people cold. Negative

he haGemadeées

Joedbs placeonnected

and1li

Gar den

Open Day

experiences may have turned
them off but in working the
earth lovingly, producing
their own nourishment and
connecting with others in the
process a real sense of the
sacredness of life emerges.
Much more than food is being
grown here and | can only
attribute  the  outstanding
success of the Open Days to
some unarticulated
recognition of this reality 0 .

For myself, | sense that it is
all about gates and fences
and that we play out in our
lives the hopes and the fears
we hold inside. So fences
keep others out. And gates
are a metaphor for letting
people in. It is one thing to
6go tobd a food
6 my patcho
community garden. It is quite
another thing to let someone

Continued on page 14

JOSEPH KIELNEROWSKI is a
Member of the Preca Community in
Adelaide. This year he celebrates
40 years as a Member of the SDC.
The Preca Community in Adelaide
also have a community garden in
Adelaide which may be viewed at
www.facebook.com/
PrecaCommunityGardenAdelaide
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wi t h Dr Stephen

DR STEPHEN PARNIS is a specialist in emergency

~  medicine at St Vincentés Hosp
the current Victorian State President of the

Australian Medical Association. Stephen is married

to Carolyn, and the father of Rachel, 12, Luke 10,

and Rebecca, 4. He has been associated with the

aspirations.

1. What is the scope of your appointment as
President of the AMA for Victoria ?

was elected to this role i
ving served on the Board si
d |l eader of the organizati ¢
r

be the Principal Spokesper
profession. Not urprisingly,
many areas of inter
community.

S r
n e

| 12. Does this role encompass an advocacy dimension for members of the AMA as well as
an overview of professional and community health standards ?

[

SDC since his childhood in Sunsh
and i s a proud supporter of

nc

ection of the AMA in both Mic
SO

est to my

It sure does. [ am expected to reflect the man) v
S 0 By and | arge, the medical profession comprifse
and to speak for them is an honour and privilepge
t hat of ten exi st among doctor s, and t hat mu B t
fundament al role is to seek the best interests |[of
emergency department, but now | al so pursue hedgl: t
influence millions of Australians.
_13. In what way does your personal philosophy influence your role with the AMA ?
J
\ 4
My Christian faith has |l ed me to a personal comnmmit
care for each other with the gifts we have been g
chose medicine as my vocation in the first pl ac|e,
education with the SDC and the Jesuits has much|f t
I do not hesitate to argue strongly for the inte
communirtefy ugees, the mentally il/l and the dyi ng. |
medi cal students to consider the same goal s.

B The human person is good towar dsBlvemsiscehd tPhoep eo nlloyh np rPoapuel r 1 a



__| 4. Although you represent all nuances of
medical interest, how do you maintain
an objective overview?

It has become <cl ear to 1
be able to please everyo
do. I try to be a bett g
youth, and | try to r emaji
a family; as a patient wi
and from the experience
make decisions that are
also continue to work in
believe my encounters w
families | end me an autH
have.

5. What do you see as the challenges to the
medical profession ?

There are many issues Wwe y
mention a few:
§ As a communi ty, I b €|l |6. As an effective communicator, the media
reconciled our wonderf ) provides a particular challenge. What
skills with the realitff{ assistance has this provided to you as i ma
gr ow frail and di e. AMA President ?
greater emphaSiS on pa1||atlvc T oaT © T 1T T IT T Ill:ht
circumstances. Like politicians, | mu st b €
_ convey i mportant messages
§ The need for skilled ]lerfOé’SSSilorh,AUSér{dilIathléas C 0
never been greater, anfoynen[,nif@éileir@ﬂ, iasndabsstoaltuetely
governments seem unwilllglpi ntgelé\PisFQH? rtach)’ t he
necessary steps to afléPMWant?dgagyawor IMmepdbealsoci fal
students and junior dfghersahol é€8mMP! @t entheharphin
training have also |l earned from ja f
§ There is unlimited dema\rllvﬁybntl(t)ugSheeaslsfehntlgasltetmod be
but l i mited doll ars to ?e%%ur%e ‘let\.NeDoc ror%arneeedar%
l ead the process in fRHRvour of solutions which
ensure that excell ent ¢t are i s available to all wh
need it, not just thos¢g who can afford it
7. Your interest lies in emergency medicine. What was it that led you to work in this
particular area ?
| was originally training to be a surgeon, but f pun
thing. [ al so found it rather l onel y. Al ong the| we
medi ci ne, working with some inspirational doctor|s,
completed my training in 2007, twenty years after si
|l ove the team based care, the i mmediacy of helping
is also a joy to support junior doctors and see ¢tlhel

a man wishes to be sure of the road heStt rJeoahdns oofn ,t hhee QRN



under t h

Dr Stephen Par
Carolyn and ch
Rachel, Rebecc
Luke

. You have found ways to maintain a balance around family and work together with the
AMA role. Any suggestions for those who are in similar circumstances ?

This remains my greatest challenge, and | i ke onebo:
and attention. I would say to others that there|l is
things of l asting value. I would also say to cons
more when it is a | abour of | ove. Ensure you haye
ty needs to be part of your daily routine (my sjplu
much time in front of a computer screen, and enpur

Thank you Dr Parnis for sharing these thoughts w

Joeds Connect edFro®aage n

in through the gate, through on aspects of gardening and
the wall | have built up. conscious living. The mayor
AWhere do you | i ofePlayford Gnended and
and seeod0, Jesus stayedd .quiMa yab ewhile
that is where community indicating that this s
really begins. something he would like to Facebook pageods
see replicated at other plac- Connected Garden 0 whi ch
es in the area. cht both her a éorum hoa t

here in Elizabeth we do have growing food, love and

intention in opening was
always to be educational in
many dimensions and to
inspire people to do the
same. We have started a

So how do we live out this
new way of being Gospel?

Many people have asked that
the gardens be available for
future events and we are
looking at how we might run
low cost or free workshops

|l gnor ance

more than our fair share of
social problems. Yet these
are the people who have
made this happen. Our

Scri pt uSte Jiesr oingen or anc e

community and a way to
keep in touch as the future
unfolds.

Joseph Kielnerowski, sdc

Christ.
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Former SDC Member and Foundation Member

Emmanuel

survived by
Margaret, is
Member of the SDC who was
incorporated in Australia in
1957 at the first Ceremony
of Incorporation
Australia. He began the first
magazine for the
young people of the SDC in
Austral.i
i veo.

national

Beeh

(Alan)

Gauci,
his wife
a former

held

a

c a | | Sangly BaydHebgrtdn 1961.

in

Together with the Members

in the
Emmanuel,

Emman

uel ,

early
attended

| ast

Fr Tom Garvey

Since

Chri st

1950s,

the
meetings and was present

iIn Hobart

when the first catechism
class was conducted in St
Col umbkil |l eds
Wooloomooloo. He was part
of the foundation of the SDC

in Broadway Sydney.

Emmanuel was a Member of
the original group who
established the SDC in

Over the years, he always
kept in contact with the SDC

taking a keen interest in our Patrickads Cat h
publications and was clearly Parram_atta_ to celebrate the
pleased to join us at St Canonisation of George

Preca on 26 October 2007.

Fed in 1960s at HonWCommurnidJm c
de Lellis church, Warr ane, Tas mai

is Sy 8pdiyl' whold e hasEME



Rosary

Fr Hugh

16

-Thwaites, a

Fr Hugh Simon
Jesuit died on 21 August,
2012, aged 95.

In 1988 when the SDC
began in London, Fr Hugh
Thwaites invited the
Members to assist him in the
sterling work he was doing
among young people in
Brixton, London. He
generously provided
accommodation for them at
Moorland Road House where
Fr Thwaites conducted the
Brixton Youth Project.

Fr  Hugh Thwaites was
received into the Catholic
faith while travelling on an
American ship during World
War 11. He said he was
"somewhere between Cape
Town and Bombay". Two
months later he was taken
as a prisoner of war in

The nati on

doesnot

Changi, in Singapore. He

~ used to say, that "If you are

a practising Christian, you

. can face up to anything,". He

spent three and a half years
as a POW.

Following his conversion
from Anglicanism to
Catholicism, he became a
Jesuit priest. Fr Thwaites
was passionate about
evangelisation and he was
renowned for asking people
whether they were Catholics
or not. Then he would ask
t hem: 0But
be, woul dnodt

instrumental in the
establishment of the annual
Rosary Crusade, which
marked its 28th year in
October 2012. During the

\'I

""III!

Annual

simply

y ou wQuu Lady.

y o afted the Hieath wfaFs Hugh

YU

Crusader
T hwal

crusade, Catholics process
from Westminster Cathedral
to London Oratory praying
the rosary. Together with
many others, Fr Hugh
Thwaites gathered regularly
at Hyde Park Speakers
Corner to pray the Rosary.

The Rosary Crusade 2012
brings the Marian devotion
to the heart of London!
Around 2000 pilgrims usually
make the journey between
the two greatest London
Catholic Churches to honour
Ini2@1@, shodly

Thwaites, Fr Ronald
Creighton -Jobe, chaplain to
the Rosary Crusade,
reminded everyone to pray
for the repose of the soul of

J
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Rosary Crusade through the
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Fr Hugh, former chaplain to
the Crusade.

Fr - Hugh was a strong
supporter of the Legion of
Mary, and he linked the
abandonment of the rosary
with a loss of faith, writing:
61l f we want i n
like Jesus, we must do what
his Mother asks. If we do not,
can we expect things to go
right?  We cannot with
impunity disobey the Mother
of God. o

The Members recall that Fr
Thwaites spoke in a gentle
way exuding a humble and
unassuming manner, but was
very forceful and insightful
when it came to matters of
faith. Fr Thwaites encouraged
the Members and was very
helpful to them during the
early days. The Members in
London who were musically
inclined suggested that they
bring the Christmas message
to the streets of Brixton by
singing carols. Supported by
Fr Thwaites, who also joined
the carol singers, they were
amused when the shoppers
began throwing coins into the
manger 1 unexpected and
unintended !

When news reached him that
John Paul Il in 2002 was
introducing the Mysteries of
Light or the Luminous
Mysteries into the Rosary, Fr
Thwaites was pleased. We
cannot be sure that John Paul
Il took the idea from Fr Preca

but we can attest that in

1957, when the SDC
celebrated its 50

anniversary, Fr George Preca

I things

Car ol

suggested the idea of adding
another five mysteries to the
rosary on the public life of
Jesus.

There are many who owe Fr
Hugh so much. Firm in his
faith, he insisted on the
following for true followers of
Christ:

1 That everyone is created in
the image and likeness of
God, and have equal value.

7 That prayer is much more
than the acquisition of a
technique; it is not
something one has to be
'‘good at'; it is something
one simply must do.

1 The importance of the
rosary.

1 The importance of acquiring
the virtue of humility.

singing in t

streets of

The SDC in London who still
mission in that city today is
grateful to have met Fr Hugh,
having drawn inspiration
from him in the early days.
His influence provided a good
foundation for the work of
the SDC to flourish.

Fr Hugh Thwaites was one of
those great giant figures who
had laboured zealously in the
service of the Church. He was
faithful to the end. He
promoted the family rosary
and the name of our blessed
Mother was forever on his
lips.

t hrPdd d h plpii mnwhal :slt3r engt hens me.
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Me et
Pope

On March 13, 2013, the
Conclave of Cardinals of the
Catholic  Church elected
Jorge Mario Cardinal
Bergoglio, the Archbishop of

Buenos Aires, Argentina as
the 266th Pope, bishop of
Rome, and successor to St
Peter. For the first time in

history, the newly -elected

pontiff chose to be called
Francis, a name with
significant resonance for the

poor, for the \virtue of

humility, and for
interreligious relations.

In response to questions,
Vatican spokesman Fr
Frederico Lombardi, S.J.,
clarified that the new pope
chose this name in honour of
the 12 ™ century St Francis of
Assisi. Francis was known as
il P o v éhe dittlel pood
one) because of his affection
and concern for the poor, his

simple lifestyle and
dedication to the works of
mercy. These have long

been hallmarks of the life of
Bergoglio, who abandoned
the elaborate episcopal
residence in Buenos Aires for
a simpler abode and who
used public transportation
instead of a chauffeur. He is
a supporter of the social
justice ethos of Latin
American Catholicism,
including a robust defence of
the poor. Bergoglio has
spoken passionately about
the plight of

as a scandal that cries to
heaven.

t he New Porg
Franci s |

Pope Francis addresses the world for the
Peter's Basilica at the Vatican.

Born in Buenos Aires in The future pope had
1936, Bergoglio is the son of originally planned to be a

an ltalian immigrant and chemist, but in 1958 he
railway worker from the instead entered the Society

region around Turin. He has
four brothers and sisters.

of Jesus and began to study
for the priesthood. He spent
much of his early career
teaching literature,
psychology and philosophy.

' From 1973 to 1979, he
served as the Jesuit
provincial in Argentina, then
in 1980 became the rector of
the seminary from which he

had graduated.

During what is commonly
known as Argentina's "Dirty
War," when a military junta
ruled the country from 1976
to 1983, Bergoglio mandated
that Jesuits continue to staff
parishes and act as chaplains
rather than moving into
o Bergogl i'thages ecommdnities'®c maridh e
his Tamil ¥olitical activism.
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Bergoglio was named
auxiliary bishop of Buenos
Aires in 1992 Dbefore
succeeding the ailing Cardinal
Antonio Quarracino in 1998.
Blessed Pope John Paul 1l
made Bergoglio a cardinal in
2001, assigning him the
Roman church named after
the legendary Jesuit St
Robert Bellarmine.

Pope Francis as bishop and
cardinal has also had a deep
experience in inter
relations in Argentina; not
unlike St Francis of Assisi
who visited Sultan al
-Kamil at Damietta in Egypt
during the Fifth Crusade,
seeking peace in a time of
conflict. Cardinal Bergoglio
co-authored a book with
Rabbi Abraham  Skorka,
Sobre el Cielo y la Tierra
Heaven and Earth, Buenos
Aires: Sudamericana, 2011;
e-book: Random House
Mondadori, 2011)
interreligious  discussions,
then Cardinal Bergoglio
wr ot ®ialogée is born from
an attitude of respect for the
other person, from a
conviction that the other
person has something good
to say. It assumes that there
is room in the heart for
t he personds
opinion, and proposal. To
dialogue entails a cordial
reception, not a prior
condemnation. In order to
dialogue it is necessary to
know how to Ilower the
defences, open the doors of
the house, and offer human
war mt h. o

"Perhaps for the first time in
modern times, the global
outlook of the church is
reflected at the highest level

Preach the Gospel

-religious

-Malik al

(On

. Regarding

po

of the church,” Fr
Agbonkhianmeghe Orobator, a
fellow Jesuit who leads the
order's Eastern African
province, had this to say
about Cardinal
appointment as pope: il

to believe that considering the
humble and down
background of Pope Francis ...
the church is in capable hands
-- not just the pope's alone,
but the hands of the entire

people of God across the
globe."

He continued to say that
"Francis's first gesture of

asking the people to pray to
God for him may signal the
beginning of a more authentic
and humble recognition of the
priesthood of the people of

the responsibjlity we
q] f)eardP Fthe i’ﬁﬁrc p’gf God
in the world."

It is such an attitude of
genuine humility that has the
potential to change the reality

of the world. In reference to
the prophet

of what it means to be
religous -t o &6Do |
piety, and walk humbly with
your G oid 6Cardinal

Bergoglio in the forward of his
co-authored book states:

al IStt iFmeas.c i Isf
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-to-earth
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necessary,

Newly el ect
g4 Pope Franci
4 makes a

private vis
t he-cbtnh ur y

Basilica of
Mar i a Magg
. to pray for
gui dance
barely 12 h
after his
elcdni.o

Bel ow: Supp
for the new

fil am totally in agreement on
the question of humility. It
pleases me also to use the

word Omeekness, 6 w
not mean weakness. A
religious leader can be very

strong, very firm without
exercising aggression. Jesus

says that the one who leads

must be one who serves. For

me, this idea is valid for the

religious person of whatever

religious confession. Service

confers the real power of
religious | eader sh
Without being too

presumptuous, Pope Francis
promises to be a forceful
spokesperson for the poor,

Mi c a had s eagee f and | attendive

partner in interreligious
humble
servant to the world's 1.2
billion Catholics and a leader
who reaches out to the entire
world.
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Victor Delicata was the third

Superior General of the
Society of Christian Doctrine

(SDC). He was elected to the

position in July 1983, by all

the Members of the SDC.

He was incorporated into the
SDC in June 1945. For many
years he was responsible for
the formation and
development of young
people at Preca Centre
Birkirkara, Malta. From his
classes emerged many
future leaders in the SDC. In
1952 he was appointed local
Superior of the Balzan
Centre T a post he held until
1980.

Victor was the first Member
in Malta to transport children

from distant areas to and
from SDC Centres. In spite
of the great amount of work

he had as Superior of the
Balzan Centre, he strived to
introduce the Society in
towns and villages where it
was not yet present.
Amongst the Centres began
by Victor was San Gwann.
This was started in the
beginning of the seventies
and required much work and

personal sacrifice by Victor.
However he managed to
build a suitable place to be
used for gatherings. Other
Centres commenced by
Victor in Malta are those at
Mellieha, Burmarrad, the
MSSP Oratory at Birkirkara,
St Andrews and Mgarr.
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Victor was elected Superior
General in July 1983, a
position he held for 26 years.

As Superior General he
strived to make St George
Precads vision
world would come to know
and love Jesus Christ come
true. He worked tirelessly to

r Delicat a
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spread the SDC beyond the
shores of Malta. Up until
1982, the SDC was only
present in Malta and
Australia, however in 1983,
through
and enthusiasm it began in
The Sudan; first in ElI Obeid
and then in Khartoum. Later
on, during his term of office,
the SDC was also planted
into the United Kingdom
(London, 1988), in Kenya
(Ruiru and Mpeketoni,
1990), in Albania (Korce,
1993) and Peru (Lurin,
2003).

It was also during his term

t R@gupefioh GeneYahittal tife

renewed Rule of Life came
into practice on 2 February
2003 as approved by the
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